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Maintenance of Wooden Doors - Protecting Your Investment

Doors are the single most important element in setting the stage for your home or place of business. They welcome or families, neighbors, customers and often are the first impression we have when entering a home or business.  How they look and feel is an integral part of someone’s perception of what they will find on the other side.  What do you want your first impression to be?  

What should you know about owning a wooden door?  Just like any element of you house you need to understand that maintenance and preventative maintenance is an important part of providing longevity to your doors.  Wood doors in particular require more attention than say the standard fiberglass or steel door.  However you most likely selected a wood door because they also look and feel more welcoming than fiberglass and steel doors.  So here is what you need to know about keeping them looking great and functioning properly.  

Doors are exposed to a variety of harsh environments.  We count on our exterior doors to keep out the ever-changing seasonal elements.  In fact we demand that our doors provide a full proof barrier from the outside but still allow everyday passage.  By far the biggest impact on a doors longevity is how exposed it is to elements.  Doors that have high exposure levels, often suffer from UV exposure, daily swelling and shrinking, water exposure, and extreme heating and cooling cycles.  It is imperative that the finish on the door stays intact and in good condition so doors don’t fail.   

Is your current finish working?  We have all seen doors that are badly faded and starting to crack or sag in their frames.  With some prevention this could be avoided.  The most important tell tail sign that a finish is starting to break down to the point of failure is the sheen starts to change or fade.  This is also difficult to tell unless you know what you are looking for. In most cases you want to look at lower half of door around where the glass or panel meets the styles and rails (vertical/horizontal members).  These areas collect more water and often magnify the suns energy creating more rapid breakdown.  If your gloss finish has gone to satin, or your satin finish has gone to milky white, then now is the time.  Don’t wait for the clear finish to completely fail and start to fade the stain, or gray the wood underneath.  It is more costly and damaging to the door if you let the deterioration get to this point.  Not sure if your door is to this stage?  Call us we will come and evaluate and let you know, and teach you what to look for.  

The best strategies for monitoring doors are to be vigilant.  We recommend that door be evaluated by the homeowner on a quarterly basis.  This can be done by a quick visual and note any changes in sheen or color to the door.  Over the years we have found a general timeline for refinishing maintenance vary depending on type of finish that was used originally and exposure levels.  With the use of quality finishes we find a general timeline that we use as a guide.  With high exposure levels to the door, finishes will last about nine months, mid-level exposure about 1-2 years, and low exposure doors 3-5 years.  There are plenty of variable that can affect this time line but it can serve as general guide.  

When your doors need refinished?  The process we use for refinishing is dependent on the amount of deterioration to the finish or damage to the door.  The best case scenario is that we catch the door at first signs of fading.  In this case we will abrade (sand) old finish and apply new coats.  When we see more extensive breakdown of finish we then need to apply more drastic and time consuming sanding and at times staining.  In the worst cases we will take all the finishes off, down to bare wood and start from scratch.

What to expect when we refinish?  This is often directly linked to the condition of the existing finish and customers preferences. We provide both a service for keeping the doors on the house during the refinishing or removal of doors.  If doors are removed we will provide you with a secure temporary plywood structure in the door opening.  Things that effect this decision are condition of doors, homeowners exposure to dust, sensitivity to fumes and off gasing, and convenience.   

Maintaining your finish?  We feel he best way to protect your investment is to be proactive in your maintenance of your doors.  We offer to monitor your door on biannual bases so we can catch signs of deterioration of finish before they become major issues.  If we have previously finished your door we keep a running history of maintenance and use this information to provide our customers with maintenance timelines.  This keeps the doors looking their best and protects your investment.        

How should you care for your newly finished doors?  The finishes we use are of the best quality available and have a higher percent of slow drying oils in them.  These oils generally also take longer to dry and fully cure.  Even when the doors feel dry to the touch our finishes don’t usually fully cure for up to 2-3 weeks.  During this time refrain from cleaning surfaces or cleaning the glass.  If you do clean your doors, which we recommend periodically, use a mild detergent and water mix.  Do not use furniture polishes or waxes.  Furniture polish often have silicon in them which contaminates the surface for future refinishing (silicon is very hard to remove and new finish does not stick to it).       


